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Good Morning Everyone,
Again, we want to welcome you and thank you for joining us for todays KASFAA Virtual Training session on Footloose through the FAFSA.  Today we will be reviewing the steps taken in completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid.

Chantelle and I excited to offer this information for you and ask that you please direct any questions you have throughout the session to the chat box so that we can provide you with an answer at the end.

With that said, lets get started!



Studentaid.gov

https://studentaid.gov/resources

https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/
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As many if not all of you already know, the new 22-23 FAFSA just opened on October 1st.  
The earlier you can get your students to submit their applications and any necessary requirements, the better off they will be in August.

Studentaid.gov provides many great resources to both students and parents.  

FAFSA/corrections
SAR – Student Aid Report
PLUS Loans
Entrance Counseling
Master Promissory Note 
Loan Information resources

Studentaid.gov/resources – helpful videos and printouts regarding the Federal student Aid\
Financial Aid Toolkit – resources available to counselors to help guide their students

https://studentaid.gov/resources
https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/


Logging In
• Student and Parent will need their own FSA ID
• Start Here or Log In
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When completing the FAFSA, both the student and the parent will need their own FSA ID – that means they will need two different email addresses to set these up.

Keep track of log-in information as it will be needed in the future.

Once their FSA IDs have been created, they will click on the Start Here button, unless they have already started a FAFSA.




Role Selection

• Who is filling out the 
FAFSA?
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Who is filling out the FAFSA?  
If the student is filling it out they will simply use their FSA ID to log in.
If the parent is filling out the FAFSA, it will ask for the student’s personal identifier information and most often the student’s FSA ID information.



Dependent Student with 
Parental Data
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Today we will review the FAFSA process for Dependent Students with Parental Data.  
Some of you may run into a student who may be in Foster Care or has been after the age of 13 or they are an unaccompanied youth or maybe they meet one of the other dependency qualifications that make them independent.  
The steps are very similar for independent students, the main difference is that they are able to exclude the parent information.



Overview

7 Steps/Sections to the FAFSA
• Student Demographics
• School Selection
• Dependency Status
• Parent Demographics
• Parent Financials
• Student Financials
• Sign & Submit
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7 steps to the FAFSA for a dependent student.

Student Demographics – students personal identifier information
School Selection – selecting which institutions to send the FAFSA to
Dependency Status – determines whether the student is dependent or independent
Parent Demographics – parent personal identifier information
Parent Financials – parent tax and income information
Student Financials – student tax and income information (many students and parents mistaken this to be the parent information still so it is important to make sure that they don’t mirror their parent information here.)
Sign & Submit – both parent and student will need to accept the terms and conditions then sign the FAFSA before submitting.



Student Demographics



Student Demographics
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As I just mentioned, the Student demographics section will ask the student for his or her personal identifier information.  
Name
Social security number
Birthdate
Address
Phone number
Email
Etc.





Student
Residency

• Citizenship

• State of Legal 
Residency
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Confirm their citizenship status and state of legal residency.

The state of legal residency confirms the student’s true, fixed, and permanent home.

Different states determine legal residency differently.  It is best to contact the institution the student is looking to attend if they recently moved and are unsure how to answer this.  



Student Education

• High School completion

• Prospective degree plans

• Federal Work-Study
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When completing the Student Education status, they will fill in the information as of the start of the 22-23 school  year.
Will they have completed their high school degree or an equivalent program?

The student will also need to indicate which degree they will be working towards during the 22-23 school year, if they have completed a bachelor’s degree, and what year in school they will be in during the 22-23 school year.
Some students mark that they have completed their Bachelor’s degree before they start the 22-23 school year.  It is important that they pay attention to this question, because if it is marked and not caught by the financial aid office, they be automatically ineligible for Federal Pell Grant.
When indicating the student’s year in college, most high school students will be a freshman, although some may have reached a sophomore level.  A good rule of thumb to follow is if the student has completed and passed at least 31 hours, they would most often be considered a sophomore.

As for Federal Work-Study, if a student is interested in finding an on-campus job and are interested in applying for Federal Work Study – they will want to mark that they are interested.
Both full-time and part-time students are able to apply for these postitions.



• No longer a requirement

Selective Service
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The FAFSA will still ask students to answer the questions regarding Selective Service, however students are no longer required to register in Selective Service in order to receive Title IV funds.



Student Driver’s License
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A student is prompted for their Driver’s License Information, however if a student does not have one; they will not be prevented from moving forward.  
The driver’s license information is simply used to help prevent identity theft.



Foster Care and Parent Education

• Foster Care Status

• Parent’s High 
School Completion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The student will be asked twice on the FAFSA if he or she has been in the foster care system.  
The first time it asks, they are confirming if the student has ever been in foster care, whereas the second time will be asking if they have been in foster care after the age of 13.  
If the first inquiry is answered yes, the Department of Education should notify the student on their SAR that they may be eligible for other benefits such as a tuition waiver from the state.  Students can check with the institution they will be attending to see if they accept tuition waivers for this and if so, how to apply.

They will also be asked to confirm their parent’s highest level of education completed




• Previous Federal Student Aid

• Drug Conviction no longer considered.

Student Eligibility
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The student will be asked if he or she has ever received Federal Student Aid.  If answered yes, they will be prompted to answer if they have been convicted of possession or sale of illegal drugs while receiving Federal Student Aid.  This question is still on the FAFSA, but will no longer prevent a student from receiving aid if answered yes.



School Selection



Student’s High School Information
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Here the student will need to find their high school’s information to the FAFSA.
They will need to enter at minimum the state in which their high school is, and are able to add the city and name of high school before searching for the institution.  
Once they have located the correct school, they will select it and continue.



School Selection
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When selecting the institution or institutions the student would like to send their FAFSA to, they have two options.  
They can look the school up by their state, city, and school name or they can obtain the school’s Federal code and enter here.  

Students can list up to 10 schools to send the FAFSA to, however you might make them aware that they will likely be notified by any and all schools they add to the FAFSA.  

Once they make a decision on which school they want to attend, it may be in their best interest to contact the other schools and let them know so that those schools do not continue to contact them regarding outstanding documents.

It is also very crucial for students to follow up with the school they plan to attend as there may be further actions that must be taken before the school can determine their eligibility.  
Some institutions have hard deadlines and others have more flexible deadlines to complete the FAFSA and any necessary requirements by. So it is best for the student to follow-up with their intended institution and to remain in contact with them.



Dependency Status
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The dependency status can be one of the most difficult sections of the FAFSA, especially for those who have special circumstances.  If the student is able to answer any of the following questions as yes, they would be considered an independent.  It is important for students to be aware that they may be asked to provide further supporting documentation confirming their status by the institution they plan to attend.  If none of the questions are true, the student will be considered a dependent according to the U.S. Department of Education and for FAFSA purposes.



Dependency Status
Will you be 24 or older by Jan. 1 of the school year for which you are applying for financial aid? 
For example, if you plan to start school in August 2022 for the 2022-2023 school year, will you be 
24 by Jan. 1, 2021 i.e. were you born before Jan. 1, 1999)?

Are you married or separated but  not divorced?

Will you be working toward a master’s or doctorate degree (such as  M.A., MBA, M.D., J.D., Ph.D., 
Ed.D., etc.)?

Do you have children who receive more than half of their support from you?

Do you have dependents (other than children or a spouse) who live with you and receive more 
than half of their support from you?

Are you currently serving on active duty in the U.S. armed forces for purposes other than 
training?

Are you a veteran of the U.S. armed forces?

At any time since you turned age 13, were both of your parents deceased, were you in foster 
care, or were you a ward or dependent of the court?

Are you an emancipated minor or are you in legal guardianship as determined by a court?

Are you an unaccompanied youth who is homeless or self-supporting and at risk of being 
homeless?

* If you don’t answer “yes” to any of the questions above, you’re still a dependent student for purposes of 
applying for federal student aid even if you don’t live with your parents, are not claimed by your parents 
on their tax forms, or are paying for your own bills and educational expenses.
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Some of these questions are pretty straight forward and may never pertain to a high school student, however, they must still be answered.
Was the student born before January 1, 1999?
Is the student married or separated?
Has the student completed a Bachelor’s degree and will be working towards a graduate degree such as a masters or doctorate degree?

Does the student have any children of their own in which they provide majority support?  This question can be very tricky, as some students may have a child however if they are living with their parents and not paying for rent, food, etc. they may not be considered to be providing majority of the support for the child.  At which point, the student would not answer yes to this question and would instead include their parents on the FAFSA. In this scenario, the household would include the student, his or her parents as well as the child who would be considered a dependent of the parents.

They are then asked if they provide majority support for any dependents other than children or a spouse.  Some students may be providing majority support for a sibling or in extreme cases, maybe their parent.  However, it is important to understand that if the parent is still working and paying for mortgage, utilities, etc and the student is simply helping out with food and some other bills, the student is most often still considered a dependent.

If the student is currently serving active duty for purposes other than training, they would answer yes here.  National Guard is not considered active duty, unless they have presidential orders that have called them into active duty.

If a student has served any active duty and has since retried or has been honorably discharged, they may be considered a Veteran of the U.S. armed forces.

If the student has lost both parents, was placed in foster care, or was ever determined to be a ward or dependent of the court after the age of 13, they would answer yes here.

If the student is an emancipated minor or is under the legal guardianship of someone other than their biological parents, they would need to mark yes.

Lastly, if the student is an unaccompanied youth or at the risk of being homeless, they can mark yes on the FAFSA.

If you or students are unsure how to answer these questions, it is ok to contact the institution in which they plan to attend for further guidance.  





Dependent Student Status
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Once the dependency status questions have been completed, the FAFSA will confirm the student’s dependency status.  

If the student is indeed dependent, he or she will need to provide parent information.  If parent information is not included, there will be a flag on the student’s FAFSA that must be resolved.  
If the student for some reason does not answer yes to any of the dependency questions and is unable to provide parent information, they can continue without parent information, but it is best for them to again contact the institution they will be attending to discuss the situation further so that they can provide further guidance on what the student should do or what options they have.  

If the student simply lives on their own and doesn’t necessarily receive any financial support from their parents but are still in contact with his/her parents; the student needs to include the parents information as living independently or filing their own taxes does not qualify them as an independent student for the FAFSA purposes.



Whose Information 
Should be Provided? 
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Before moving on to Parent Demographics, the student will be prompted to confirm their parent’s marital status. This will let the FAFSA know which information is needed for the FAFSA.

Note:  If the biological parents are divorced or separated, the student will include only one of the biological parents on the FAFSA.  However, if that parent is now remarried, they will indicate that their parents are married and live together as it is asking for that parent’s current marital status.



Parent Demographics



• Remember parents are who you lived with 50% or more in the prior 12 months 
and their spouse if applicable

• If unique circumstances are present refer to the “Who’s my Parent” infographic

Parent Marital Status
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Who’s my Parent infographic can be found at https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/who-is-my-parent.png



Parent Information
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Best practice is to list parents in order of how they are listed on the tax return



Parent State of Legal Residency



Parent’s Household Information
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Children who don’t live in the home but are in college for the application award year should be included in the household. Unborn children can be counted if they will be born during the award year.

To be included in college students must be enrolled at least half time.



Parent Financials



Parent Tax Filing Status

• This should be the status
on the 2020 tax return.

• Make sure to have a copy
of your tax return and
enter information exactly
as it appears on the return.



Data 
Retrieval Tool

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Make sure to hit all of the buttons to transfer data.  A common error is missing the final submission button so data is not transferred.



Parent Tax/Income Information, 
No DRT
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If data is transferred from the IRS, parents still need to complete the parent income from work and divide earnings appropriately.  It will default all earnings to one parent and can skew the EFC to make it appear that the household has a single income household and not two.



Additional Parent Financial Questions
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Make sure to exclude rollovers from the untaxed portions of the IRA distributions.

If child support payments/receipts are stopping because of students turning 18, the amount reported should be what will be paid/received.

When reporting assets the house parents live in is not included.  

Family farms/businesses with less then 100 people do not get included in the assets.



Student Financials



• If a student did not file,
but should have they
need to speak to an 
accountant and get their
taxes filed.

Student Tax Filing Status

Presenter
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Have tax return available so that IRS data retrieval tool can be completed using exact language.



Student Tax/Income Information, No DRT
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If the student is married they need to make sure to divide the earnings to show two income family.



Additional Student Financial Questions
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Child support paid/received should be adjusted if they are different during the award year you are applying for.

Don’t include your house in your assets.

Business/family farms with 100 people of less should not be included in the assets on the FAFSA.



Sign & Submit



Preparer Info

• This area is reserved for those who are professionally preparing the 
FAFSA for a student.

• A parent helping a 
student should
answer no.



• Make sure to 
continue to the end!

FAFSA Summary



Agreement of Terms
• FAFSA is a legal agreement and submitting fraudulent 

information can result in serious consequences.  
Adjusting information to try to get more aid should not 
be considered.



Signing the FAFSA

• Make sure that the correct parent signs
the FAFSA



• The DRN may be needed if a student doesn’t add the 
correct school on the FAFSA.  They should keep a copy
of this document.

Congratulations!
You’ve completed the FAFSA



What Happens Next

• Institution receives application and notifies student.
• Necessary verification documentation must be submitted.
• Institutions may require information specific to their 

institution.
• Most institutions utilize email so make sure to monitor the 

email that was on the FAFSA and make sure it is one the 
student will have access to throughout the year.

• Once the student’s file is complete, the institution can 
determine his/her Federal Student Aid eligibility.

• Offers will be made after eligibility is determined.



Questions



Thank You for Joining Us!
Please complete the presentation evaluation found in the Chat box.

kasfaa.org
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