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Breakout Session 1 Presenter(s):

KASFAA Volunteerism Panel
Tony Tanking (Benedictine) & Michelle Page-
Bradford (WSU)

R2T4
Randi Whalen (Southwestern) & Penny 
Nemechek (FHNWTech)

Playing the Game: Performative 
Professionalism, Communication, Emotional 
Labor, and Inclusivity for Marginalized Voices Daisha Holmes (JCCC)
SAP NASFAA U Credential Session (pre-
registration required)

Ginger McBride (Washburn) & Diana 
VanDyke (Butler CC) Regency D2 & D3

Fiscal/Fin Aid: Customer Service Essentials Kristi Shaw
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Breakout Session 2 Presenter(s): 
Using your Federal Resources Sara Vancil (FSA)
Verification Vanessa Rodriguez (GCCC)

What Does the Future Landscape of Higher 
Education Look Like? (Panel Discussion)

Tai Edwards (JCCC Professor), Jennifer Gay 
(K-12 Educator), Sarah Mahoney (K-12 
Educator), Jenn Bonds-Raacke (KBOR), Tony 
Tanking (Benedictine)

SAP NASFAA U Credential Session (pre-
registration required)

Ginger McBride (Washburn) & Diana 
VanDyke (Butler CC) Regency D2 & D3

Fiscal: Forces Reshaping Financial Aid & 
Student Payments Arnetta Brown

Breakout Session 3 - Birds of a Feather Moderators:
Associate Members Brazilian A
Community Colleges & Technical Schools Dawn Boman - JCCC
Public Schools Amanda Duffy - WSU
Private Schools Tony Tanking - Benedictine
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Fiscal: Student Account Collections Legal 
Update Chad Echols
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Breakout Session 4 Presenter(s):
Cash Management Sara Vancil (FSA)
Parenting Parents: from Minors to Majors Randi Whalen & TJ Milby (Southwestern)

Newcomer Session
Fiscal Officer Track

Wednesday April 8th 

11:00am - 5:00pm Conference Registration Open 

1:15pm - 1:30pm Opening Skit
1:30pm - 1:45pm Conference Welcome

9:00am - 1:00pm KASFAA Spring Board Meeting

9:00am - 1:00pm Exhibitor Setup

Fundraiser: Sarah Bariya - The Care Center
1:45pm - 2:45pm Keynote Speaker: Kimberly Evans-Handy

3:00pm - 4:00pm

5:15pm - 6:15pm

4:00pm - 4:15pm Snack Break/Visit Exhibitors (Break sponsored by:)

4:15pm - 5:15pm 

Thursday April 9th 
7:30am - 12:00pm Registration Open

7:30am - 8:00am Breakfast on your own

6:15pm- Dinner with vendors or on your own (sign-up coming soon)

8:30am - 9:45am

10:00am - 10:45am Snack Break/Visit Exhibitors (Break Sponsored by: Earnest)

10:45am - 11:45am

8:00am - 9:15am NASFAA Update with Jill Desjean
9:15am - 9:45am RMASFAA Update with Vanessa Martineau



From Employment to Empowerment: FWS and 
Holistic Student Development Melanie Romero (State Swap)
Battle for Benefits: Tag-team Strategies for VA 
Benefits (SCO roundtable discussion)  Trish Runion (KSU)

Fiscal: Collection Agencies Panel Discussion JR Berninzoni, Amber Gutierrez
Table Talk with our KASFAA Retirees KASFAA Retirees Regency Ballroom

Regency Ballroom
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Breakout Session 5 Presenter(s):
Desk Yoga Melinda Ball (KU)

Kansas Promise Updates
Michele Arellano & Tammy Garth Davis 
(KBOR)

Leadership without limits Amanda Duffy (WSU)
Financial Literacy Darrel Stufflebeam (KU)
Fiscal/Fin Aid: AI Utilization in Student 
Accounts and Financial Aid Jeremy Durham & Stephayne Edwards
Table Talk with our KASFAA Retirees KASFAA Retirees Regency Ballroom

Breakout Session 6 Presenter(s):
KASFAA SmackDown! Stephanie Covington & Dakota Lagore (KU) Regency D2 & D3

Fraud Panel

Robb Cummings (SallieMae), Christal 
Williams (JCCC), Chantelle Arnold (FHSU), 
Mitzi Suhler (Sterling)

Train Like a Champion: Building Your Career 
and the Future of Financial Aid Vanessa Martineau (WGU/RMASFAA)

Communicating OBBA to campus partners
Bethany Gipson (Hesston), Tanya McGee 
(KSU), Michelle Page-Bradford (WSU)

Fiscal Officers Networking
Donnie Mercer, Denise Varrientos, & Jamie 
McGee

Table Talk with our KASFAA Retirees KASFAA Retirees Regency Ballroom
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Open Forum: 30 minutes dedicated to OB3, 30 
minutes dedicated to other questions Darcy Johnson (Washburn) Regency Ballroom

Fiscal Officers Open Forum
Donnie Mercer, Denise Varrientos, & Jamie 
McGee Regency D2&D3

Newcomer Welcome Membership Committee Regency Ballroom
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Breakout Session 7 Presenter(s):
That was due when? The Importance of an 
Operational Calendar Mandy Sponholtz (NASFAA - Blue Icon)

Trauma-informed approach to advising
Emily Keiter (Washburn) & The STA Care 
Center

How to craft communications, social media, 
and events that engage students KU Communications
Pay to play campaign Leah Nicholson (KU)

Fiscal/Fin Aid: Title IV Refunds: Working Within 
Dept of Ed Regulations

Katie Kern, Lacey Ledwich, Lena Spencer, 
Donnie Mercer, Denise Varrientos, & Jamie 
McGee

11:45pm - 1:15pm Lunch Buffet & KASFAA Business Meeting

1:30pm - 4:00pm Ask A Fed with Sara Vancil (FSA)

2:40pm - 3:40pm

1:30pm - 2:30pm

4:00pm - 5:00pm Exhibitor tear down

4:00pm - 5:00pm

4:00pm - 5:00pm

3:40pm - 4:00pm Last Chance to Visit Exhibitors/Snack Break

6:00pm - 9:00pm Awards Banquet & Ceremony
Community Pictures
Entertainment

5:00pm - 5:30pm

5:00pm - 6:00pm Cash Bar & Happy Hour

8:45am - 9:45am

Friday April 10th 
7:30am - 8:15am Breakfast on your own

8:15am - 8:45am KBOR Update with Michele Arellano



Regency Ballroom
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Fiscal Officers Roundtable Discussions
Donnie Mercer, Denise Varrientos, & Jamie 
McGee

Regency Ballroom

10:15am - 11:45pm

11:45am - 12:30pm Wrap up: Closing Skit, Prize Drawings

9:45am - 10:15am Break

10:15am - 11:45pm Federal Update with Sara Vancil (FSA)


