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Topics
• FAFSA Overview
• Changes
• Contributors & Dependency Status
• StudentAid.gov Account Creation/Recovery Process
• Filling out the 2026-27 FAFSA

oDependent Students and Parent Invites

• Next steps



FAFSA Overview
• Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA®) – required to determine eligibility 
for federal, state, and some institutional aid
o Grants (Pell, SEOG, state grants)
o Work-Study Federal
o Student Loans 
o Some scholarships (requires FAFSA completion)

• Opens October 1 the prior 
year (e.g., October 1, 2025 for 2026-27 
FAFSA)

• Must be completed every academic year
• Uses prior-prior year income/tax 

information (e.g., 2024 taxes for 2026-27 
FAFSA)

• Requires input from all contributors
(student, parent(s), spouse as applicable)



FAFSA Overview Cont.
• Complete electronically through the 

Federal Student Aid Website: 
https://studentaid.gov/FAFSA

• Deadline/Priority Dates
o Vary by School
o Example: Washburn's is March 1st, 2026



Changes

• StudentAid.gov Account Creation
o 2024-25 and 2025-26 required 1-3 business 

day waiting period to verify accounts
o 2026-27 real time real-time Social Security 

Administration (SSA) verification

• Assets: Exclusions from Asset Reporting
o Net worth of family-owned business with 100 

or fewer full-time employees
o Net worth of a farm on which the family 

resides
o Net worth of a family-owned commercial 

fishing business

• Contributor Invite
o Email-based invitation: students invite (parent 

or spouse) by simply entering email address
o Invitation code: contributor receives an email 

with a non-case sensitive code to access the 
form and link their information

o Instant verification: new & existing accounts 
will undergo real-time Social Security 
Administration (SSA) verification



Contributors
• Definition: A FAFSA contributor is anyone required to provide information on a 

student’s FAFSA form (e.g., student, parent(s), or spouse).
• Role: Contributors provide personal and financial information needed to determine 

federal student aid eligibility.
• Access: Each contributor must create an FSA ID to securely log in and complete 

their section of the FAFSA.
• Responsibility: Contributors only see and complete their own portion; their 

information is kept private from other contributors.

Who is a Contributor
• The student (always a contributor)
• The student’s spouse (if the student is married)
• The biological or adoptive parent(s) of a dependent student
• The stepparent (if the parent is remarried and lives with the student’s 

parent)



Students are Dependent unless...
• 24 years or older by January 1 of the school year
• Married at the time of completing the FAFSA
• Graduate or professional student 

(master’s/doctoral program)
• Veteran or currently serving on active duty in the 

U.S. Armed Forces
• Has dependents (children or others) who receive 

more than half their support from the student
• Orphan, ward of the court, foster care, or legal 

guardianship after age 13
• Emancipated minor or in a legal guardianship as 

determined by a court
• Homeless or self-supporting and at risk of 

homelessness as determined by a school district 
or shelter director

 In short: Students are 
dependent unless they meet one of 
these independent status criteria.



How to Create 
an Account

StudentAid.gov
Getting started with your FSA ID



Account Creation
Accounts require a verifiable email address – personal email 
recommended and encouraged

Start: Go to StudentAid.gov
• Open your browser and visit StudentAid.gov
• Click “Create Account” in the top right corner

Step 1: Provide Personal Information
•Enter your full legal name (must match Social Security card)
•Provide your Social Security Number and date of birth

oIf no SSN – check the "I don't have a SSN" box
•Add your email address and mobile phone number

Step 2: Set Up Login Details
• Create a username and strong password
• Choose security questions for account recovery
• Confirm your email and phone number

https://studentaid.gov/


Account Creation Cont.
Step 3: Provide Contact Information
• Enter your mailing address
• Mailing address is required for those without 

a SSN
• Enter your mobile phone number. If you don’t 

have a U.S. mobile phone number, leave this 
field blank

Step 4: Select Communication Preferences
• Select your required and optional 

communication preferences 
• Select your language preference

Step 5: Choose Security Questions
• Select and answer security questions to help 

recover your account if needed (total of 4 
questions)



Account Creation Cont.
Step 6: Enable Two-Step Verification
• Double-check  personal and account 

information

Step 7: Enable Two-Step Verification
• Verify email (required) and phone number (if 

entered)
• May use authenticator app – not reliant on 

internet

Agree & Submit
• Review your details, agree to the terms and 

conditions, and submit your application.
• Once confirmed, you’ll have your FSA ID ready 

to use.

 Reminder: Each contributor (student, 
parent, spouse) must create their own 
account/FSA ID — accounts can’t be 
shared.



Account Creation – No SSN
• This is meant for contributors without 

SSNs – students who do not have an 
SSN and are not an eligible non-citizen 
should not file the FAFSA. 

• Check the "I don't have a Social 
Security Number" box

• Answer a series of knowledge-
based identity questions

• If user passes the knowledge-
based process, account created and 
able to use immediately



Account Recovery



Dependent Student



Dependent Student: Student Identity Information

This is the first page within the student 

section. The student can verify that the 

personal information is correct. 

To update any of this personal 

information, the student must access their 

account settings on StudentAid.gov. 

15



Dependent Student: State of Residence

The student is asked about 

their state of residence. The 

student selects the state from 

a drop-down box and provides 

the month and year when they 

became a resident.
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Dependent Student: Provide Consent and Approval

This page informs the student about 

consent, approval, and the use of federal 

tax information. Once the student provides 

consent and approval, their federal tax 

information is transferred directly from the 

IRS into the FAFSA® form to help 

complete the "Your Finances" section. 
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Dependent Student: 
Provide Consent and Approval (Continued)

This is a continuation of the 

consent and approval page. 

The student can expand and 

collapse FAQs about consent 

and approval. The student 

selects "Approve" to provide 

consent and approval and is 

taken to the next page.
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Dependent Student: Imports IRS Information 

This page imports the student’s federal tax information by directly transferring it from the IRS into the 

FAFSA® form to help complete the "Your Finances" section. 
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Dependent Student: Imports IRS Information (Continued)

This page displays the results from 

the IRS import for the student. For 

this scenario, the student is starting 

a new FAFSA® form and there is no 

federal tax information available 

from the IRS. 
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Introduction: Dependent Student Personal Circumstances

This is the first page within the "Your Personal Circumstances" section. It provides an overview of the section.
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Dependent Student: Marital Status

The student is asked about their marital 

status. The student selects the "Single 

(never married)" option.
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Dependent Student: College or Career School Plans

The student is asked about their 

college grade level for the 2026–27 

school year and if the student will have 

their first bachelor’s degree. The 

student selects "First year (freshman)" 

and "No" to the question about the 

student’s first bachelor’s degree. 
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Dependent Student: Personal Circumstances

The student is asked if any of the listed 

personal circumstances apply. The 

student selects "None of these apply." 
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Dependent Student: Homelessness Status

The student is asked if they were homeless or at risk of being homeless. The student selects "No."
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Dependent Student: Unusual Circumstances

The student is asked if unusual 

circumstances prevent them from 

contacting the student’s parent(s). 

The student selects "No."
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Student Dependency Status: Dependent Student

Based on the answers provided by the 

student, the student is considered a 

dependent student. The student is asked if 

a financial aid administrator should 

determine their eligibility for a Direct 

Unsubsidized Loan only. This is an option 

if the student’s parents are unwilling to 

provide information. The student selects 

"No." If the student had selected "Yes," a 

modal would appear to warn about missing 

out on other potential federal student aid.
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Introduction: Dependent Student Demographics

This is the first page within the "Student Demographics" section. It provides an overview of the section.
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Dependent Student: Demographic Information

The student is asked to 

identify their sex. The 

student selects "Male."
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Dependent Student: Race and Ethnicity

The student is asked to identify their race. 

The student selects the checkboxes that 

apply. After making a selection, a second 

drop-down box appears, and the student 

selects the checkboxes that apply to them. 
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Dependent Student: Citizenship Status 

The student is asked about 

their citizenship status. The 

student selects the "U.S. 

citizen or national" option.
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Dependent Student: Parent Education Status

The student is asked about their 

parents’ education status. The 

student selects the "Neither 

parent attended college" option.
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Dependent Student: Parent Killed in Line of Duty

The student is asked if their parent was killed in the line of duty. The student selects the "No" option.
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Dependent Student: High School Completion Status

The student is asked about what 

their high school completion 

status will be when the student 

starts the 2026–27 school year. 

The student selects the "High 

school diploma" option.
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Dependent Student: High School Information

Because the student selected high school diploma, the student is asked to select which high school they 

did or will graduate from. The student enters the high school’s state and city. After selecting "Search," the 

student selects the correct high school from the search results.
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Dependent Student: Confirm High School

The student has the option to edit 

the high school information 

presented on this page by selecting 

"Edit," which will return the student to 

the high school information page. 

The student confirms the high school 

information and selects "Continue" to 

proceed to the next section.
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Introduction: Dependent Student Financials

This is the first page within the "Your Finances" section. It provides an overview of the section. The student 

can select the hyperlink to learn about special financial circumstances. 
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Dependent Student: Tax Filing Status

The student is asked about their tax filing status. The student selects "Yes" to "Did or will the student file 

a 2024 IRS Form 1040 or 1040-NR?"
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Dependent Student: Tax Return Information

The student is asked about their 

2024 tax return. The student 

selects "Single" as the filing status 

and enters dollar amounts in the 

other required responses.
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Dependent Student: Tax Return Information (Continued)

The student is asked about their 

taxes, income, and other 

financial information. The student 

enters dollar amounts in the 

responses. If the student has 

nothing to report, the student 

enters the numeral zero. 
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Dependent Student: Assets

The student is asked about their 

assets. The student enters a 

response in each entry field. If the 

student has nothing to report, the 

student enters the numeral zero. 
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Introduction: Dependent Student Select Colleges

This is the first page in the "Select Colleges and Career Schools" section. It provides an overview of 

the section.
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Changes

Pell Grant Eligibility
• if non-federal grant aid equals or exceeds cost of attendance
• if SAI is more than twice the Max Pell amount
Loans
• Annual and lifetime loan limits
• Amounts prorated based on enrollment status
• Loan repayment changes
• Changes to repayment plans
• Limited deferment and forbearance
• Graduate PLUS loan eliminated



Account 
Recovery



Dependent Student: Selected Colleges 

After the student selects the correct 

school(s) from the search results, the 

student can review the school(s) 

chosen before continuing. If 20 schools 

have not been selected, the student has 

the option to search and select more 

schools, and, in some states, the 

student has the option to reorder the list 

of selected schools.
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Introduction: Dependent Student Invites Contributor

This is the first page in the "Invite a 

Parent as a Contributor" section, 

which is the last student section to 

require information. It provides an 

overview of the section.
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Dependent Student: Invite Contributor (Continued 1 of 2)

The student is asked to enter their parent’s email address to invite the parent to the FAFSA® form. After 

entering the email address, the student selects "Send Invite." A pop-up window appears, and the student 

confirms their parent’s email address by selecting "Send Invite."

47



Dependent Student: Invite Contributor (Continued 2 of 2)

This page confirms the student’s 

parent will receive an email inviting 

them to the student’s FAFSA® form. 

The parent can access the form by 

accepting the invitation in the email. 

On this page, the student is also 

provided an invitation link and 

invitation code that can be shared 

directly with the parent.

48



Dependent Student: Review Page

The review page displays the responses that 

the student has provided in the FAFSA® form. 

The student can view all responses by 

selecting "Expand All" or expand each section 

individually. To edit a response, the student 

can select the question’s hyperlink to be taken 

to the corresponding page. 
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Dependent Student: Signature

On this page, the student 

reviews the terms and 

conditions of the FAFSA® form 

and what they’ll agree to when 

the student signs the form. 
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Dependent Student: Signature (Continued)

This is a continuation of the student 

signature page. After agreeing to the 

terms and conditions of the FAFSA® form 

and digitally signing, the student is able to 

submit their sections of the FAFSA form. 

Since parent information has not been 

provided, the FAFSA form is not 

considered complete and can’t be 

processed yet. 
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Dependent Student: Section Complete

Upon digitally signing the student section, 

the student is presented with the "Pending 

Submission" page. The student is reminded 

that their FAFSA® form is not completed 

and can’t be submitted until the parent 

completes the contributor section of the 

form and signs it. This page also displays 

next steps the student can take, including 

tracking and managing their form.
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Dependent Student: Section Complete (Continued)

This is a continuation of the student section 

complete page. This page displays 

information for the student about next steps, 

including checking their email and a reminder 

that their FAFSA® form is not completed and 

can’t be submitted until the parent completes 

the contributor section of the form and signs 

it. Next, in this scenario, the invited parent 

will enter the FAFSA form and complete the 

parent section.
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Dependent Student: 
Parent Invites



Dependent Student: Parent Email

This is NOT a view within StudentAid.gov or the FAFSA® form. This view demonstrates a parent opening the 

FAFSA invitation from their email. The parent selects "Accept Invitation" and is taken to StudentAid.gov.
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Dependent Student: Parent Log-in

The parent is taken from their email to the 

"Log In" page to enter their credentials. To 

access the FAFSA® form, all users are 

required to have a StudentAid.gov account 

username and password. If the parent 

doesn't have a username and password, 

they can select "Create an Account."

56



Dependent Student: Parent Accepts Invitation

After logging in, the parent is taken to 

the "Accept 2026–27 FAFSA® 

Invitation" page. The invitation code 

from the parent’s email automatically 

fills in the text box if the parent used 

the link from the email. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Accepts Invitation (Continued)

When the parent selects "Submit," a 

pop-up window appears, confirming the 

student’s name and reminding the 

parent that their personal information is 

needed to fill out the student’s FAFSA® 

form. The parent selects "Accept" to 

agree to sharing their information and 

enters the FAFSA form. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Identity Information

This is the first page within the parent 

section. The parent can verify that the 

personal information is correct. To 

update any of the personal information, 

the parent must access their account 

settings on StudentAid.gov. 

59



Dependent Student: 
Parent Identity Information (Continued)

This is a continuation of the first page 

within the parent section. The parent can 

verify their mailing address on this part of 

the page. To update this information, the 

parent must access their account settings 

on StudentAid.gov. 
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Dependent Student: 
Parent Provides Consent and Approval

This page informs the parent about 

consent, approval, and the use of their 

federal tax information. Once the 

parent provides consent and approval, 

their federal tax information is 

transferred directly from the IRS into 

the FAFSA® form to help complete the 

"Parent Finances" section. 
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Dependent Student: 
Parent Provides Consent and Approval (Continued)

This is a continuation of the 

consent and approval page. 

The parent can expand and 

collapse FAQs about 

consent and approval. The 

parent selects "Approve" 

to provide consent and 

approval and is taken to 

the next page.
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Dependent Student: Parent Imports IRS Information

This page imports the 

parent’s federal tax 

information by directly 

transferring it from the IRS 

into the FAFSA® form to 

help complete the "Parent 

Finances" section. 

63



Dependent Student: 
Parent Imports IRS Information (Continued)

This page displays the 

results from the IRS import 

for the parent. For this 

scenario, the parent is 

contributing to a new 

FAFSA® form and there is 

no federal tax information 

available from the IRS. 
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Introduction: Dependent Student’s Parent Demographics

This is the first page in the "Parent Demographics" section. It provides an overview of the section.
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Dependent Student: Parent Current Marital Status

The parent is asked about their current 

marital status. The parent selects the 

"Married (not separated)" option. 
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Dependent Student: Parent State of Residence

The parent is asked about their state of 

residence. The parent selects the state 

from a drop-down box and provides the 

month and year when the parent 

became a resident.
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Introduction: Dependent Student’s Parent Finances

This is the first page within the "Parent Finances" section. It provides an overview of the section. The 

parent can select the hyperlink to learn about special financial circumstances. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Federal Benefits Received 

This page asks the parent if the parent or 

anyone in the parent’s family has received 

federal benefits. The parent selects "None 

of these apply."
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Dependent Student: Parent Tax Filing Status

This page asks the parent about 

their tax filing status. The parent 

selects "Yes" to "Did or will the 

parent file a 2024 IRS Form 1040 

or 1040-NR?" and "Yes" to "Did or 

will the parent file a 2024 joint tax 

return with their current spouse?"
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Dependent Student: Parent Family Size

This page displays the family size for 

the student. The parent has the option 

to enter the number of children or other 

dependents who live with the parent 

and will receive more than half of their 

support from the parent between July 

1, 2026, and June 30, 2027. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Number in College

This page asks the parent how many people in the family will be in college between July 1, 

2026, and June 30, 2027. The parent enters a response into the entry field.
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Dependent Student: Parent Tax Return Information

The parent is asked 

questions about their 2024 

tax return. The parent enters 

a response in each entry 

field. If the parent has nothing 

to report, the parent enters 

the numeral zero. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Assets

The parent is asked about their assets. 

The parent enters a response in each 

entry field. If the parent has nothing to 

report, the parent enters the numeral zero. 
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Dependent Student: Other Parent Information 

The parent is asked to provide 

information about their spouse or 

partner. In this example, the other 

parent does not need to contribute to 

the student’s FAFSA® form because 

the parents filed taxes jointly. After 

providing the other parent’s date of 

birth, all required parent information 

will be complete. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Review Page

The review page displays the responses 

that the parent has provided in the FAFSA® 

form. The parent can view responses only 

within the parent section of the student’s 

FAFSA form. The parent can view all the 

responses by selecting "Expand All" or 

expand each section individually. To edit a 

response, the parent can select the 

question’s hyperlink to be taken to the 

corresponding page.
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Dependent Student: Parent Signature

On this page, the parent acknowledges 

the terms and conditions of the FAFSA® 

form and digitally signs the parent section. 

Since all required sections are complete, 

the parent can both sign and submit the 

student’s FAFSA form. 
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Dependent Student: Parent Confirmation

Upon submitting the student’s FAFSA® 

form, the parent is presented an 

abbreviated confirmation page. This page 

displays information about tracking the 

student’s FAFSA form and next steps. The 

student will receive an email with the full, 

detailed confirmation. With the student 

and parent sections completed and 

signed, the FAFSA form is now considered 

complete and submitted for processing. 
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Account FAQs

Do I need to create a new account if I 
already have an account?
No. In fact, since your account is tied to your 
personal information, you cannot create a second 
account. You will need to use your existing 
account.

When should I create my account?
As soon as possible!

What if a contributor is having issues 
setting up a studentaid.gov account?
There could be several reasons why a contributor is 
having issues setting up their account. If they are 
running into issues, they will need to contact 
Federal Student Aid for assistance.

Can someone else create my account for 
me?
No. It is important that only the account owner has 
control of their username and password 
information since this is how approval and consent 
is provided to the IRS.

Can I share my account info with others?
No. It is important that you keep your account 
information confidential as it is used for other 
federal aid processes, such as applying for federal 
loans.
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Next Steps



FAFSA Submissions Summary
Eligibility Overview: Outlines estimates of aid and Student Aid Index (SAI)
FAFSA Form Answers: Outlines the answers the student and their 
contributors provided.
Students can start a correction once the FAFSA's been processed if any 
information was reported incorrectly.
School Information: Student can review and compare colleges they 
selected.
Next Steps: Informational comments as well as required steps such as 
making a correction or sending documentation to college(s).
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After the FAFSA is 
Submitted

• FAFSA Processed 1-3 days
Sent to schools

• Complete Financial Aid File
• Financial Aid Offer Timeline

oPrivate Schools
oPublic Schools
oCommunity Colleges
o Technical Colleges

• School notifies of next steps
oEmail
oMail
oPortal



Verification

• A process to confirm that information on the FAFSA is accurate.
• Random selection process.
• The FAFSA Submission Summary will indicate if a student is 

selected for verification with an asterick(*) next to the SAI and a 
comment in the "Application Status" section.

• If selected, student/contributors will need to provide requested 
documents to their college.



Special 
Circumstances
• Loss of income due to job loss or 

reduction in wages

• Separation, divorce, death of a 
parent/spouse

• Medical or dental expenses

• Siblings/dependents or parent enrolled in 
college

Students experiencing one or more of these 
situations should contact the financial aid 
office at each school they are interested 
into discuss their process.



Unusual Circumstances
• You or your parent are incarcerated.
• You have left home due to an abusive or threatening environment.
• You have been abandoned by or estranged from your parents and 

have not been adopted.
• You were granted refugee or asylee status and are separated from 

your parents, or your parents are displaced in a foreign country.
• You are a victim of human trafficking.
• You are otherwise unable to contact or locate your parents and have 

not been adopted.
• If your circumstances resulted in you not having a safe, stable place 

to live, you may be considered a homeless youth.

Students experiencing one or more of these situations should contact 
the financial aid office at each school they are interested in to discuss 
their process.



Save the Date
Scholarships
Date: November 4, 2025
Time: 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Financial Aid Offers and the Cost of 
College 
Date: February 3, 2025
Time: 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM

Professional Judgment / Special 
Circumstances Deep Dive
Date: March 3, 2025 
Time: 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM 



Common Issues

• Unsubsidized loan only question

• High school completion status

• 1st bachelor's degree question

• Student circumstances
o Legal guardianship

• Paper FAFSAs – AVOID

• Accounts created by someone other 
than intended user



Virtual FAFSA Help
Thursday, October 23, 2025 from 5-7:30pm

Thursday, November 20, 2025 from 5-7:30pm

Thursday, January 22, 2026 from 5-7:30pm

Thursday, February 19, 2026 from 5-7:30pm



Questions
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