
From the President 

 
This year has been an extreme makeover for the face of financial aid.  I wonder if 
plastic surgery is this painful.  Maybe I should consider some nips and tucks to make 
my personal and professional lives in balance?  Then again, I have an aversion to 
pain so my nips and tucks will have to wait. 
 
Changes we are seeing are thousands more students on 
our campuses, and many more students applying for finan-
cial aid in Kansas.  We are required to re-think operation-
ally how we deliver our services to students.  I would an-
ticipate all schools in the nation are not too dissimilar from 
us.  If anyone has quick-fix solutions PLEASE do share!  I 
know that sharing and coming to the support of a col-
league is the main source of comfort I receive from KASFAA 
membership.   
 
Another change we are experiencing is Year Round Pell.  I 
think I have attended 10 different presentations or webi-
nars on this topic and still feel ambivalent about this 
tweaked program.  The two things I know we are NOT doing at JCCC this first 
year:   NOT using cross-over year FAFSA to calculate the Pell amount, and NOT track-
ing actual acceleration of hours.  I will have this in bold, neon print in our Policy and 
Procedure manual prior to July 1, 2010.  These two exceptions make the Year Round 
tŜƭƭ Ǉƛƭƭ ŀ άǿŜŜ ōƛǘέ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǿŀƭƭƻǿΦ  Heaven help us and our software providers 
next year! 
 
FFEL is being replaced 100% by the Direct Loan program as of July 1, 2010.  This brings with it two 
very unwanted changes (from my point of view).  The first change is the systemic and processing 
changes within each aid office that has not utilized the Direct Loan program.   
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Chris Christensen 



It has taken many training sessions, programming hours, and numerous meetings to ensure that 
our school can pull this off.  In the midst of the changes stated above, this has been a very 
daunting task.  
 
The second, more heartfelt change, is with our colleagues in the FFEL commu-
nity.  Having been part of that group in my past, my thoughts are continually with 
those that are at-risk of or have lost their job.  The FFEL community has consis-
tently supported our organization with training, funding and friendship.  I hope 
that we can continue to support those friend-
ships in the future as the scope of our associate 
members evolves. 
 
It is an awesome time to be in financial aid.  We 
have monumental tasks before us:  to ensure 
our students are given every advantage they can 

receive, to provide outreach to our educational constituents, 
and to vocalize our needs to those overseeing the creation of 
new laws that impact what we do.  I hope each of you will be 
blessed with the power, courage and motivation necessary to 
keep on keeping on! 

From the  
President  

Cont. from Page 1 
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If You Were a Legislator... 
By KASFAA Members 

We should not have to monitor 
two different ISIRs for the sum-
mer cross-over period payments. 

Preventing the regulatory entity (i.e. 
ED) from being a student loan market-
place competitor. 

Simplification to one loan 
program, one grant pro-
gram, and one work pro-
gram. 

If a student is eligible to com-
plete an EZ-FAFSA, then we 
should be able to do EZ-
verification. 

I would fight to change the 
Obama Administration. 

More money. 

Less regulations. 

Simplification of the FAFSAτ
gather information from the 
income tax return alone.  
Make the IRS data transfer to 
the FAFSA available sooner. 

Assign the servicer for DL and 
άǇǳǘέ ƭƻŀƴǎ ǘƻ hb9Φ όнύ 

Students doing in-school consoli-
dation from 7/1/10 to 6/30/11 
should not lose their grace pe-
riod. 

Expand the Perkins loan program 
by reinstating the funding of the 
federal capital contribution. 

Get rid of student loans alto-
gether and fund more grants. 

Increased Pell and reviewing the 
CBA formula.  Increase FWS and 
SEOG allocations so that all needy 
students receive funding.  Also look 
at a need-based grant program for 
middle-income families. 

Pell payments for a maximum of 
150 credit hours, rather than se-
mester limits.  Increase the Pell 
EFC to 7000. 

Increases in state aid 
programs. 



 

As I started to look into ways to 
make this article fit into the 
ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ Ŏƻƴπ
ference, I came across the fol-
lowing, supposedly fun, phrase 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀ улΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΥ  ά¸ƻǳΩǾŜ 
recently horrified yourself by 
using any of the following 
ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎΥ Ψ²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ 
ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊΦΦΦΩΣ Ψ²ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŀƎŜΦΦΦΩΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΣ ōŀŎƪ 
ǿƘŜƴΦΦΦΩΣ Ψ.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻΩΣ 
ΨWǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ όŦƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀƴƪύ ƭƛƪŜ L 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻΦΩέ  /ƘŜŎƪΣ ŎƘŜŎƪΣ ŎƘŜŎƪΣ 
check, and check...While I cer-
ǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ 
amusing, I did have a fun time 
at the spring KASFAA confer-

ŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ άL  ǘƘŜ улΩǎέ 

theme!  It was fun reminiscing 
some of the things I vaguely 
remember three decades ago, 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ άƎƴŀǊƭȅέ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ 
different perspectives, too. 
Aside from the theme, the Con-
ference Planning Committee 
Ǉǳǘ ƻƴ ŀ άǊŀŘέ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƧŀƳ 
ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ άǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŀǿŜπ
ǎƻƳŜέ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƻǇƛŎǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
were covered included Year 
Round Pell, Return to Title IV, 
Net Price Calculator, Direct 
Loans, leadership, presenting, 
financial literacy, and customer 
service to name a few.  Even 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ άWǳǎǘ {ŀȅ 
bƻέΣ ƻǊ ŦŜƛƎƴ ƛƎƴƻǊŀƴŎŜ ōȅ ǎŀȅπ
ƛƴƎ άǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴΩ Ψōƻǳǘ 

²ƛƭƭƛǎΚέ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ 
the regulatory she-
nanigans, our pre-
ǎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ŘƛŘ ŀ άŘȅ-
NO-ƳƛǘŜέ Ƨƻō ŜȄπ
plaining the some-
times unexplain-
able. 
Throughout the con-
ference our Associ-
ate Member Com-
mittee had an ongo-
ing competition on 

their take of Outburst 
amongst the attendees.  
Attendees were split up 
into groups (each with their 
улΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƴŀƳŜΣ ƻŦ 
course), and each team 
tried to answer as many 
Outburst categories as pos-
sible.  This game raised 
money by a donation to 
play and clues or answers 
for cash.  KASFAA was able 
to raise $2,001 that went 
towards a random draw for 
four scholarships amongst 
the institutions being repre-
ǎŜƴǘŜŘΦ ά[ƛƪŜΣ  ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅΗέ 
We also had fun with our 
own take on Trivia Night 
(thanks to Nick Prewitt and Ben 
YƻƘƭύΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ улΩǎ ǘƘŜƳŜ 
dance party complete with 
Madonna and Darth Vader im-
personators.  Prior to the dance, 
we held our Awards Banquet 
which is detailed in its own 
separate article.  We had an 
outstanding group of award 
recipients!  Congratulations on 
a job (or jobs) well done! 
On a more serious note, it be-
came even more apparent of 

our continued losses of our as-
sociate members.  While it was 
ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǿŜΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŀŘ ȅŜǘΣ 
ƛǘΩǎ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ŀ ŦƭŜǎƘ ǿƻǳƴŘέΣ ƛǘ 
still hurts, and our membership 
will more than likely not ever 
quite look the same.  As profes-
sionals, we wish you well in 
your future endeavors, but as 
friends, we will miss you and 
will continue to think often 
about you. 
 

 

Spring Conference Highlights 

By Thad Davidson 

Spring Conference Slideshow 
by Ben Kohl (Photos) & Thad Davidson (Slideshow) 
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